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Abstract

This paper discusses the re-establishment of Library for the Blind as Japan Braille Library af-
ter its returning to Tokyo from the war-time evacuation, focusing on its first year, and scrutinises
their collection, braille transcription projects and the range of services provided. Furthermore,
it considers the background to the change of the Organisation’s name and the adoption of
membership system, both of which denote a major change of policy.

At the time of the re-establishment, Japan was still in the midst of social and economic turmoil
and the library faced significant financial challenges. However, it managed to survive by winning
the users’ support, and by drawing public attention to the braille transcription service. The
library’s re-establishment in 1948 was deliberately timed to coincide with Helen Keller’s second
visit to Japan. This is supported by documents published by the Library. These documents
also indicated that her visit hugely contributed to the re-establishment of the Library.
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