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Abstract

This paper discusses: 1. The problems brought about by the spread of search engines, which
are services for searching information on the Internet, and 2. The importance of information
literacy education in public libraries. In addition, the paper reviews the present situation of
Japanese public libraries, examining the necessity and possibility of converting from circulation
services to information literacy education. It also outlines information literacy research in library
and information science and presents challenges facing information literacy education in general.
Finally, as a rationale for information literacy education in public libraries, the paper discusses
the importance and the issue of information literacy education in public libraries based on
three information access concepts: physical access, intellectual access, and social access (Paul
T. Jaeger’s et al concept). It suggests possibility of developing information literacy education

in both daily routine services and problem-solving support services in Japanese public libraries.
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