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Abstract

The Japanese school library law stipulates two types of job title : “sisho-kyouyu” and “gakko-
sisho”. Regarding the training of “gakko-sisho” recently legalized, training at universities was
started based on the model curriculum of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science
and Technology (MEXT). In this article, the paper focuses on “reading and rich humanity”
which is a subject common to“sisho-kyouyu” among training subjects, the ideal situation of
“profession” in school library was examined by analyzing the roles of two occupations listed in
the School Library Law.

As a target of analysis, the paper compared the two lecture guidelines prepared by the Japan
School Library Association (J-SLA) in January 2019 and the syllabuses of this subject at the
universities where future librarians started training. As a result, unclear points were found in
the training of “sisho-kyouyu” and “gakko-sisho”. There were also gaps about the division of

duties related to the “reading” of the two occupations advocated by the MEXT and the J-SLA.
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Specifically, it is the ambiguity of the philosophy and the truth about the division of roles of
“teaching” and “support” that both occupations assume in “reading”. The results of this study
suggested the limitation of the two-job system in school libraries, the need for reconsideration,

and the importance of establishing a true“profession”.
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