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College students’ encounter with books in their everyday life

By Hitoshi KAMADA
(Kyoto Notre Dame University)
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Abstract

As people are consuming the increased amount of information and media, there has been a
perception that especially young people may be reading books less. This study conducted interviews
to female college students to investigate qualitatively how college students encounter with and get to
read books in their daily contact with various kinds of information. While using the Internet
frequently, they do not think they spend a lot of time. The students who think they do not read books
often are not necessarily staying away from books. They browse a bookstore when they see one, but
visiting a bookstore does not necessarily lead to obtaining books. In their busy life and the
environment surrounded by the readily available information online, the process of getting to know a

book, obtaining it and finally getting to read it has distanced them from reading books.



